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"Neutral states should not forfeit their independence, neutrality and freedom,"


Swiss Euro-skeptic Youth group appeals
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A 31-strong delegation from the Swiss Euroskeptic youth group Junge für Freiheit, Unabhängigkeit + Neutralität Schweiz, popularly known as "Young4FUN" yesterday stressed that neutral states like Switzerland and Malta should not forfeit their independence, neutrality and freedom for the sake of entering into a largely undemocratic, bureaucratic and partially militarised European Union.


The delegation, which was led by Co-President Lukas Reimann, yesterday ended a three day familarisation visit in Brussels which included meetings with European Member of Parliament Jens Peter Bonde, TEAM leader Patrick Dahlsson, Referendum and Initiative Group official Bruno Haufmann and various officals from the euro-critical Danish June Movement.


Reimann, 20, told this newspaper that neutral states like Switzerland and Malta should do their utmost to work and co-operate with every European country and utilise their neutral status to show solidarity and provide assistance to every other state in need .


"What these countries certainly should not do on the other hand is joining the European Union," Reimann said. "The Union suffers from a large democratic deficit, a heavy amount of bureaucracy and is also heading onto a militarisation process."


Reimann, who is currently reading law in Switzerland, rebutted any claims that being out of the European Union leads to isolationism.


"Switzerland is out of the EU but is certainly not isolated. We work with every country which forms part of the European continent - and not only the European Union - and we succeeded in building an excellent economic reputation with all our neighbours," he said.


He stressed that Europe is not the European Union and the European Union is not Europe.


"We are against membership of the European Union but in favour of working together and building a Europe of peoples...certainly not of Eurocrats," Reimann said.


Reimann pointed out that in today's world, neutrality attracts a very important and valid status.


"A neutral status is essential for at least two fundamental reasons," he said.


According to Reimann, a neutral status is important for the security of the country.


Secondly, a neutral status provides the best platform for helping other states. Reimann recalled Switzerland's successful efforts last February to help and mediate in the Sudan conflict as a clear instance of the validity of a neutral status.


"Our neutral status has also spurred the establishment of the highly successful Red Cross effort in Geneva, for instance. Had Switzerland not been a neutral country, the story of the Red Cross would have been much different," he said.


The Young4FUN, which is a totally independent institution, has more than 1,000 youth members from all over Switzerland. This group was initially a Committee which took part in the highly successful Vote NO to EU membership campaign in Switzerland in March 2001 where more than 70 per cent of the electorate voted nay. After the success of the referendum, the Committee turned into a full-fletched independent and euro-skeptic group.


Reimann also warned that small countries like Switzerland and micro-countries like Malta would fall under the pressure of the European Union if they become part of the bloc and would also have to implement EU rules which are totally unsuitable for small states.


Asked whether he agrees with those who say that EU membership will open a new field of opportunities for the youth, Reimann said that more probably EU membership would pave the way for lucrative and highly paid political posts in the European institutions for the very same politicians who are now advocating membership.


During the interview to this paper, Reimann was also accompanied by Young4FUN officials Stefan Blatti, 20, Marus Tretheway, 20, and member Sabrina Lutz, 17.





